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About Maya Lin

The daughter of Chinese immigrants, Maya Lin grew 
up in Athens, Ohio, where her parents served on the 
faculty at Ohio University. She graduated from Yale 
University, receiving a BA in 1981 and an MA in 1986, and 
has maintained a professional studio in New York City 
since then. 

Originally a project for an undergraduate class, Lin’s 
visionary design for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
in Washington, DC, catapulted her to international 
attention in 1981. Through her subsequent career, Lin 
has created a remarkable body of work that balances 
large-scale site-specific installations, intimate studio 
artworks, architectural works, and memorials. Her 
recent environmental artworks include Storm King 
Wavefield, Where the Land Meets the Sea, and Eleven Minute 
Line. Architectural projects encompass institutional 
and private commissions and range from a chapel and 
library for the Children’s Defense Fund at Haley Farm 
in Clinton, TN, to the Sculpture Center’s space in Long 
Island City to Aveda’s headquarters in downtown 
Manhattan. A Civil Rights Memorial in Montgomery, 
AL, and the Women’s Table at Yale University are among 
her other memorials. Lin’s current endeavors include an 
earthwork in New Zealand; a medical research center 
in Cambridge, MA; a park in Newport, RI; the Confluence 
Project, a multisite installation spanning the Columbia 
River system in the Pacific Northwest; What is Missing?, 
a multisite artwork intended to raise awareness about 
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the crises of biodiversity and habitat loss (stated to be 
her final memorial project); and exhibitions in New York 
and London in spring 2013.

Maya Lin: A Strong Clear Vision, a 1995 documentary 
about Lin’s work, won the Academy Award for Best 
Documentary. Her book Boundaries, about her work 
and creative processes, is in its fifth printing with 
Simon & Schuster. Among her many honors, Lin is a 
member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters, 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the 
National Women’s Hall of Fame. In 2009, she received 
the National Medal of Arts from President Barack 
Obama.

About Groundswell and Its Restoration

Throughout its history, the Wexner Center has invited 
artists to create works that respond to our unique 
architecture. Maya Lin’s Groundswell, the center’s first 
permanent installation, was created in 1993 as a Wexner 
Center Artist Residency Award project.

Lin has said of Groundswell that “the piece is a conscious 
effort on my part to combine my Eastern and Western 
cultural heritage—namely, mixing my affinity for the 
southeastern Ohio terrain and its regional burial 
mounds with my love for the raked-sand gardens of 
Japan.” Notes Wexner Center Director Sherri Geldin, 

“From the moment Maya Lin completed Groundswell 
it became an inextricable part of the Wexner Center, 
ingeniously filling and transforming the concrete voids 
of Peter Eisenman’s design. And while the Wex does not 
have a collection, this work has become a permanent 
part of our institutional identity and landscape. We are 
so grateful to Maya for working with us to restore the 
piece to its original splendor, and for returning here to 
reinstall the work on its 20th anniversary.”

In January 2013, all 43 tons of shattered recycled safety 
glass were removed and then sifted utilizing a modified 
grain separator and cleaned with an ecofriendly 
detergent. The restored glass has now been reinstalled 
by Lin. You can watch a video showing the process at 
wexarts.org/mayalin. 

Reception

Please join us in the lobby following the talk for a 
reception in Lin’s honor. Thanks to Kittie’s Cakes 
and Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams for help with the 
refreshments.

Reception cosponsored by Ohio State’s Knowlton School 
of Architecture.

Thanks to Ohio State’s Office of Disability Services for 
providing ASL interpretation for today’s event.
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