FORSYTHE SYMPOSIUM SET FOR APRIL 1, 2009  
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The symposium William Forsythe: Choreographic Objects will be held Wednesday, April 1 at the Wexner Center for the Arts on the campus of The Ohio State University. In this symposium, choreographer William Forsythe and his collaborators will discuss how the idea of “choreographic objects” took form in Synchronous Objects for One Flat Thing, reproduced, a new interactive web project created collaboratively by Forsythe with Ohio State’s Maria Palazzi (Advanced Computing Center for the Arts and Design/Department of Design) and Norah Zuniga Shaw (Department of Dance) and an interdisciplinary team of collaborators from across the arts and sciences. The idea of a choreographic object allows for the transformation of a dance from one manifestation (the performance on stage) into an array of other possibilities (such as information, animation or installation). 

Invited guests will contextualize the project in terms of its relevance to current trends in the philosophy of cognition and architecture. In addition, the symposium addresses the ways in which the concept of choreographic objects is represented in Forsythe’s installations on view in the exhibition William Forsythe: Transfigurations. The audience will have the opportunity to engage in an open dialogue with the artists and scientists who created Synchronous Objects, and their guests.  

Joining William Forsythe for the symposium are the following presenters:
· Mark Goulthorpe of MIT’s School of Architecture

· Charles Helm, Wexner Center’s Director of Performing Arts and Curator of the Forsythe exhibition

· Alva Noë, Professor of Philosophy at UC Berkeley

· Maria Palazzi, Director of OSU’s Advanced Computing Center for the Arts & Design (ACCAD), associate professor in the Department of Design, and Synchronous Objects Creative Director

· Norah Zuniga Shaw, Director  of Dance and Technology in the OSU Department of Dance and Synchronous Objects Creative Director

· Synchronous Objects collaborators and graduate student researchers

A live stream of the symposium will be viewable at wexarts.org/about/live/ beginning at 3 pm EST.

Also part of the day: an exhibition preview at 2 pm for symposium attendees, as well as free performances of Forsythe’s Monster Partitur (by solo dancer Alessio Silvestrin) in the galleries at 2:30, 5:30, 6:30, and 7:30 pm (about 25 minutes each); a press hour offering an opportunity to ask questions, in a group setting, of Forsythe and his collaborators, as well as the panelists, from 5 to 6 pm (immediately after the symposium); and an opening party for the Wexner Center’s spring exhibitions from
5 to 8 pm. 
EVENT SUPPORT

This symposium is presented collaboratively by Ohio State’s Department of Dance, Advanced Computing Center for the Arts and Design, and Wexner Center for the Arts, with additional support from the Knowlton School of Architecture, with support from the Battelle Endowment for Technology and Human Affairs.

It is planned in conjunction with:

• The exhibition William Forsythe: Transfigurations, which is made possible at the Wexner Center with support from the National Endowment for the Arts as part of American Masterpieces: Three Centuries of Artistic Genius and from the Contemporary Art Centers network, administered by the New England Foundation for the Arts (NEFA), with major support from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts and additional support from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. Additional support is provided by the Battelle Endowment for Technology and Human Affairs. The exhibition is also made possible through the Wexner Center Residency Award program.

•  Synchronous Objects for One Flat Thing, reproduced by William Forsythe, which is coproduced by The Forsythe Company with the Advanced Computing Center for the Arts and Design and the Department of Dance at The Ohio State University. Funding is provided by The Forsythe Company, The Forsythe Foundation, The Ohio State University Office of Research, Rotterdamse Dansacademie/Codarts, and Tanzplan Deutschland, an initiative created by the German Federal Cultural Foundation. Synchronous Objects is the first phase of Motion Bank, an overarching initiative Forsythe envisions for utilizing the Internet and other means to create a readily accessible repository of ideas developed through choreographic investigation.
The Forsythe Company is supported by the city of Dresden and the state of Saxony as well as the city of Frankfurt am Main and the state of Hesse. The Forsythe Company is also supported by Mrs. Susanne Klatten. Additional support is provided by Ernst & Young.
Media contacts:
Karen Simonian at ksimonian@wexarts.org
Victoria Ellwood at osuarts@osu.edu
Pat Riechel at riechel.2@osu.edu
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  William Forsythe: Choreographic Objects�Wednesday, April 1 from 2 to 5 pm 


Free admission (no advance registration required)


W	Wexner Center for the Arts (in the Film/Video Theater), 1871 N.�High St. at The Ohio State University


Exhibition preview at 2 pm (Wexner Center galleries)


Discussions 3–5 pm


Performances of Monster Partitur at 2:30, 5:30, 6:30 & 7:30 pm (about 25 minutes each) in the Wexner Center galleries


Press Hour 5 to 6 pm


Opening party 5 to 8 PM


More info: wexarts.org or 614 292-3535
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