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FILM/VIDEO and MEDIA ARTS FALL 2010 HIGHLIGHTS

This document includes information that is currently available about the Wexner Center’s fall film and media arts season. Up-to-date listings can be found throughout the year at wexarts.org/fv. Unless otherwise indicated, screenings take place at 7 PM in the Wexner Center Film/Video Theater in the lower level of the Wexner Center, 1871 N. High St. Select events (indicated with a star within the listings) will be on sale to members July 11 and to the general public beginning September 7. Tickets to most screenings or events are $7 general public, $5 Wexner Center members, students, senior citizens, and $3 for children under 12, although some visiting filmmaker events and other special events have a special ticket price, listed below. The public can call 614-292-3535 or visit wexarts.org for more information. Media can contact Tim Fulton at 614-688-3261 or tfulton@wexarts.org, or Karen Simonian at 614-292-9923 or ksimonian@wexarts.org.
CLASSIC

Five Easy Pieces
September 3–4
40th anniversary print of the Oscar-nominated film starring Jack Nicholson, Sally Struthers, Karen Black, and Toni Basil.

NEW DOCUMENTARY
Living in Emergency: Stories of Doctors Without Borders
September 16–17
In the war zones of Liberia and Congo, four volunteers with Doctors Without Borders struggle to provide emergency medical care under extreme conditions. 
MEMBER-ONLY FILM

Jean-Michel Basquiat: The Radiant Child

Thursday, September 30 
Tickets $5, available to Wexner Center members only
* On sale to members July 11
Director Tamra Davies culls from archival footage a first-hand look at one of the art world’s stars from the ’80s for this 2010 film. This film is exclusively for Wexner Center members.
VISITING FILMMAKER AND MONTHLONG SERIES
Joe Dante introduces Matinee (1993)

Wednesday, October 6 | 7 pm

$10 general public; $8 members, students, seniors
* On sale to members July 11 and to the general public September 7
From his insuppressible 1984 blockbuster Gremlins to his 2005 Showtime TV movie Homecoming (an allegorical zombie tale that’s also and early and trenchant critique of the Iraq war), Hollywood filmmaker Joe Dante has been one of America’s most adept and entertaining genre filmmakers. He is also among our greatest and most underrated satirists. Dante studied to be a cartoonist and spent many years writing movie reviews, and these twin passions—the liberating anarchy of cartoons and delirious movie fandom—fuel his films and give a singular voice to every project he works on. 
To kick off the series, Dante introduces and discusses Matinee, an inspired satire starring John Goodman of small-town American fears during the Cold War, as well as a loving tribute to B-movies and sci-fi of the same era. Other goodies from Dante’s filmography will be sprinkled throughout October, encompassing some of his best-known satires along with rare delights. The schedule includes Gremlins and Gremlins 2:The New Batch (October 2); Homecoming and The Second Civil War (October 3); and a free screening of The Movie Orgy (October 10). Other highlights of Dante’s career will play at the Gateway Film Center (1550 N. High St.) in late October.

COPRESENTED EVENTS PART OF THE 2010 FESTIVAL OF CARTOON ART
The 10th triennial Festival of Cartoon Art will take place at The Ohio State University October 14–17. The Festival is a celebration of cartoons and comics featuring exhibitions, presentations by top creators, panel discussions, an academic pre-conference, and other special programs. More information and registration details: cartoons.osu.edu 
An Evening with Matt Groening

Saturday, October 16 | 7 pm 

Mershon Auditorium

FREE
Creator of The Simpsons, Futurama, and Life in Hell, Matt Groening is leaving an indelible mark on American’s popular culture landscape along with many other corners of the world. Groening will discuss his career in comics and with The Simpsons, one of the most influential programs in the history of American television.  Groening will be joined by acclaimed writer/producer/cartoonist Tom Gammill, who has written for such programs as Seinfeld, Late Night with David Letterman, and The Simpsons. Co-presented by Ohio State’s Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum, the event is being held in conjunction with the 2010 Festival of Cartoon Art.

WEXNER CENTER RESIDENCY AWARD ARTIST  

Art Spiegelman

Sunday, October 17 | 3 pm 

Mershon Auditorium

$6 general public; $4 members & seniors; students free

* On sale to members July 11 and to the general public September 7
One of the world’s most influential and acclaimed cartoon artists, best known for Maus: A Survivor’s Tale, Art Spiegelman visits the Wexner Center to discuss his past career and future projects. Along with figures such as Robert Crumb and Bill Griffith, Spiegelman was one of the key artists of the American underground comic movement in the 1960s and ’70s.  His most important work, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale (1986, 1991), is a graphic novel about the Holocaust and is widely regarded as one of the most important graphic novels of all time. A tireless advocate for cartoon art, he is a co-editor along with wife Françoise Mouley of the series Little Lit (2000–2003) as well as A Toon Treasury of Classic Children’s Comics (2009). Co-presented by Ohio State’s Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum, the event is being held in conjunction with the 2010 Festival of Cartoon Art as well as with Spiegelman’s 2010-’11 Wexner Center Residency Award in Media Arts. 
In conjunction with Spiegelman’s appearance, the Wexner Center Education Department will present a special workshop for teens on creating comics on Saturday, October 16. wexarts.org/ed 
NEW DOCUMENTARY
Stonewall Uprising, preceded by Last Address

October 7–8

The Thursday screening (with panel discussion) will be on sale to members July 11 and to the general public September 7
The 2010 documentary Stonewall Uprising revisits the events that set off the three-day Stonewall riots in June of 1969. Using interviews with Village Voice reporters, Stonewall patrons, and the New York City police officer that led the raid, directors Kate Davis and David Heilbroner retells the events and wider misperceptions that led to the violence. 
In the short 2010 film Last Address, filmmaker Ira Sachs shot exteriors of the final homes of famous New York artists who died of AIDS, including Keith Haring, Robert Mapplethorpe, Felix Gonzalez-Torres, and others. Through visual storytelling, the film creates a eulogy for a generation of artists lost to the epidemic. Sachs will lead a panel discussion after the Thursday screening with gay rights scholars and activists from the university and Columbus community. 
NEW DOCUMENTARY
Two in the Wave

October 14–15
Two in the Wave (2009) charts the complicated relationship between French film directors Jean-Luc Godard and François Truffaut that gave birth to Godard’s breakthrough classic Breathless (which Truffaut financed), and influenced the direction of French New Wave cinema. Emmanuel Laurent’s documentary is a collage that pieces together the artistic impulses that drove the directors’ visions and eventually imploded their friendship. Two in the Wave features rare film clips from the directors, and interviews with actor Jean-Pierre Léaud and others. The 50th-anniversary re-release of Breathless will screen at the Gateway Film Center (1550 N. High St.) October 15–21 as part of the Wex at Gateway series.
CRITIC’S CHOICE
Miami Blues introduced by Scott Tobias from The Onion A.V. Club
Friday, October 22 | 7 pm 
* On sale to members July 11 and to the general public September 7
Some of the most compelling and entertaining film commentary of the moment is coming out of The Onion’s A.V. Club, online and in print. Film editor Scott Tobias has been contributing to the A.V. Club for more than a decade and also freelances for NPR.org and such publications as Time Out New York, the Hollywood Reporter, the Village Voice, and the Nashville Scene. Tobias has selected Miami Blues (1990), a film he’s spotlighted in his popular New Cult Canon column, for this installment of the occasional series of critics visiting to introduce and discuss films of their choice. This ripe-for-rediscovery crime thriller stars a young, hunky Alec Baldwin as a psychopathic ex-con who matches wits with a wily Miami cop, played by Fred Ward, and connects with a hopeful, newly retired prostitute (a scene-stealing Jennifer Jason Leigh).
SPECIAL EVENT
Jerry Beck: The 100 Greatest Looney Tunes

Thursday, October 28 

On sale to members July 11 and to the general public September 7
Cartoon and animation historian Jerry Beck returns to introduce selections from the Warner Brothers archives on the occasion of his new book The 100 Greatest Looney Tunes Cartoons. There will be a book-signing before the screening.
VISITING FILMMAKER
Erin Cosgrove introduces What Manner of Person Art Thou

Friday, November 12

The flash-based animator introduces her first full-length film, about two 19th-century self-proclaimed prophets who come across apathetic current-day archetypes.
Ottawa International Animation Festival 2010

Thursday, November 18 

The popular festival makes a return engagement.
VISITING FILMMAKER/LIVE EVENT WITH MUSIC
Sam Green introduces Utopia in Four Movements (2010) 

Friday, November 19 | 7 pm 

$8 general public; $6 members, students, seniors
* On sale to members July 11 and to the general public September 7
Oscar-nominated documentarian Sam Green returns to the Wexner Center to perform Utopia in Four Movements, his epic, multimedia “live documentary” that was one of the hits of the most recent Sundance Film Festival. It features his own narration as well as a live soundtrack and score by Brooklyn-based band The Quavers. Utopia, co-directed by sound artist Dave Cerf, is the culmination of a years-long preoccupation of Green’s that focuses on the collective optimism of the early 20th century and our failure to realize so many of our collective hopes and ambitions. The piece is divided into four movements: the world’s largest (abandoned) shopping mall in China, the story of Esperanto, an American exile in Cuba, and an elegy for the 20th century via forensic anthropology. Green has worked numerous times in the Wexner Center’s Art & Technology facility, including on The Weather Underground (2002), which was nominated for a Best Documentary Academy Award. Green is a media arts Residency Award recipient for next season. 
FAMILY EVENT

ZOOM Family Film Festival 

December 2–5
This year’s ZOOM festival will feature a wide range of entertaining and acclaimed films for all ages including the Midwest premiere of The Crocodiles, an action-filled German comedy for kids 10 and up about a boy in a wheelchair who tries to fit into the coolest gang of neighborhood kids for a crime-busting adventure. The Crocodiles won the Audience Award at the popular Sprockets children’s film festival in Toronto, and the Lola (the German equivalent of an Oscar) for Best Children’s Film. 

Charlie Chaplin makes a return appearance with The Circus (for all ages). The 1928 silent film finds Chaplin’s “Little Tramp” stock-character being chased and chastised by a police officer after being mistaken for a pickpocket.
As a sequel to the wildly popular 2007 tribute to Jim Henson, leading into and during Zoom, several programs will feature tributes to Henson’s magical talents, including highlights from The Muppets and Sesame Street, and lots of delightful, rare footage and behind-the-scenes looks.
In addition to great films, the weekend will also feature additional activities including the popular free Saturday morning cereal and pajama party.

NEW DOCUMENTARY
Boxing Gym
December 9–10
The latest from famed documentarian Frederick Wiseman (La Danse), to whom the Wex paid tribute in 2008 with a monthlong retrospective

CONTEMPORARY SCREEN
Around a Small Mountain

December 17–18
French New Wave master Jacques Rivette’s 2009 portrait of a traumatized ex-circus worker who has returned to her family’s tiny traveling show.
WEX AT GATEWAY
Wexner Center-programmed films are also screened at the Gateway Film Center (1550 N. High St., in the South Campus Gateway) every week. Wexner Center members get the member price ($5) for all Wex at Gateway screenings—and save on all other Gateway films Sunday through Thursday.
Among the titles in the mix for this fall is a 50th-anniversary re-release of Jean-Luc Godard’s 1960 classic Breathless, screening October 15–21 (timed with the screening at the Wex of Two in the Wave, in part about the making of the work). The film, which helped launch and define the French New Wave, stars Jean-Paul Belmondo as a petty thief and Jean Sebring as his American girlfriend. Director Yael Hersonski’s acclaimed A Film Unfinished, which combines contemporary recollections from Holocaust survivors with footage from a Nazi-produced film purporting to show everyday life in Warsaw’s Jewish ghetto, screens October 22–November 4. November 12 brings the exclusive Columbus engagement of Howl, a drama centered on the obscenity trial Allen Ginsberg (played by James Franco) faced after the publication of the poem that helped define the Beat Generation. Watch wexarts.org or gatewayfilmcenter.com for updated film listings and schedules.
THE BOX
The Box is the Wexner Center’s video space in the lower lobby, showcasing short video works by
artists from around the world. Admission is free, and it’s open during regular building hours. 

September brings Stephanie Barber’s re-creations of famous photographs in a piece called the inversion, transcription, evening track and attractor (2008), to The Box video viewing space in the Wexner Center’s lower lobby (free and open during regular building hours). Amy Yoes’s newest project, Equator, an intricate animation, is the result of multiple visits to the Wexner Center’s Art & Technology editing suite over the past year, and will screen in October. 

Screening during the month of November is Zachary Formwalt's In Place of Capital (2009), which examines the Royal Exchange building in London (built in 1884) as a way to illustrate the challenges and complexities of representing something as immaterial and abstract as economic movements. December will feature highlights from the Ohio Shorts 2010 Youth Division to coincide with the ZOOM Family Film Festival at the beginning of the month.
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Significant contributions for the Wexner Center’s 2010–11 film/video season are made by the Rohauer Collection Foundation. All film/video programs and events also receive support from the Corporate Annual Fund of the Wexner Center Foundation and Wexner Center members, as well as from the Greater Columbus Arts Council, The Columbus Foundation, Nationwide Foundation, and the Ohio Arts Council. The preferred airline of the film/video program is American Airlines/American Eagle.
LEAD SUPPORT FOR FILM/VIDEO
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